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	Humans vs. Robots

	
	
	

	The steps below will help you to develop an argument which you can use to support your case either for or against continuing the development of the Hermes surgical robot.                                                          

	1. Read the newspaper article about using Hermes to perform surgeries.

[image: image4.emf]
2. Write a list of points from the article which supports your case. 

·   If you can say that a point is a fact, put an ‘F’ next to it. 

·   If you can say that it is someone’s opinion, put an ‘O’ next to it.

3. Write a list of points from the article which does not support your case. 

·   If you can say that a point is a fact, put an ‘F’ next to it. 

·   If you can say that it is someone’s opinion, put an ‘O’ next to it.

4. Now add your own ideas to these lists.
· If you can say that a point is a fact, put an ‘F’ next to it.

· If you can say that it is someone’s opinion, put an ‘O’ next to it.
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5. Use the points which support your position to write a very brief opening statement. This will be the first thing you say in your debate. 
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It should tell the other side: 

· What you think about the situation

· Why?

· What should happen now? 
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6. Examine the points which do not support your position and try to think of arguments against them. This is important because these are the points which will be used to undermine you.

7. Think about what compromises you might be willing to make in your arguments. Think also about what compromises you would want the other side to make.




