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Humans vs. Robots

Human surgeons could become a thing of the past as a major medical breakthrough was announced today. A team of engineers, scientists and doctors working from the University of Faratron City revealed that Hermes, the world’s first completely autonomous robot surgeon, will soon be operating on human patients.
Initially Hermes will be performing fairly standard operations to repair the valves in the human heart, but as it becomes programmed with further procedures, there is potentially no limit to what it will be able to do.

‘We’ve come a long way since the first robotic-assisted surgery in 2006,’ said Dr Alison Fuller, head of the design team which developed the robot. ‘There have been major advances in remote surgery and minimally invasive surgery, thanks to surgical robots. 
‘But where they really excel over human surgeons is in the precision and the miniaturisation. This means that smaller incisions are made, resulting in decreased blood loss, less pain and quicker healing time.’ 

Hermes has learned what to do from human surgeons though. It has been programmed with all the details from over 50,000 heart operations. It has a high-definition vision system with built-in lenses that also allow 3D magnification. Whilst it is operating, it constantly scans its surroundings inside the body. It then feeds those images back into its memory of all those cases it has been programmed with. It ‘knows’ what to do with what it encounters.
It may seem incredible, but there is a waiting list of volunteers who want to undergo the knife of Hermes, rather than a human surgeon. Mr Baker has been chosen to be the first patient to have his valves done.

“I’m very excited about this, and honoured to be the first to have Hermes operation. I feel more confident in this machine than I would about a human surgeon. Suppose their hand shook when it was inside my heart!?”

Reaction to this pioneering treatment has been mixed. Some patients’ groups and doctors’ unions are less than happy and are calling for the project to be scrapped, saying that a robot could never be trusted with such an important job.
Elsewhere, the project has been hailed as the greatest advance in medicine since the discovery of penicillin. Dr Amzir who works for the World Health Organisation said, ‘Just think what this will mean to people who live in areas of the world where there aren’t the skills or the facilities for sophisticated surgery.’
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