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To help us understand a problem, we need to carry out research. Where possible, this should be primary research — this means information discovered by you. One way to understand the needs of individuals for whom you are designing for is to experience their needs through role play.





Stay safe  


Whether you are a scientist researching a new medicine or an engineer solving climate change, safety always comes first. An adult must always be around and supervising when doing this activity. You are responsible for:


 


ensuring that any equipment used for this activity is in good working condition


behaving sensibly and following any safety instructions so as not to hurt or injure yourself or others 


 


Please note that in the absence of any negligence or other breach of duty by us, this activity is carried out at your own risk. It is important to take extra care at the stages marked with this symbol: ⚠ 





Task


In each of the following tasks you are going to try and carry out everyday activities. These are some of the difficulties faced by the elderly and people with disabilities. 





Task 1


Put on thick gloves (woollen ones are best) and try to use a keyboard/mobile phone/keypad, write or draw, cut out a shape using scissors, etc.





Task 2


Put on a blindfold and carryout similar tasks to Task 1.





Task 3


Put on ear defenders and try and talk to your partner or other members of the group.





You need to record your findings and then communicate them to the rest of the class.





There are other disabilities, especially related to movement. Can you think of ways of collecting information about these specific needs?








