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	Instruction Sheet – Making Hydrogen

	
	
	


In this practical you will use a chemical reaction to make hydrogen gas.

	Equipment:
	Resources:

	Conical flask (100cm3)

Balloon

Safety goggles
	Length of magnesium ribbon (3cm)

Hydrochloric acid, diluted to 1 mol dm-3


	The experiment

	Step 1
	Carefully place the magnesium ribbon (low risk) into a conical flask 

with diluted hydrochloric acid (low risk, when diluted).

	Step 2
	Place a balloon over the neck of the conical flask.



	Step 3
	Gently agitate the flask.



	Step 4
	Observe the balloon inflate as hydrogen is produced. If you trap the hydrogen in the balloon, and tie a knot in it, it should rise (hydrogen 

is lighter than air).


[image: image1.jpg]





